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THANK YOU ! !
Most children are reminded countless times by the adults in their lives…”Now, what do
you say?” when the child receives a gift or compliment. And as children are taught, they
begin to give the proper response—“Thank you” to the giver. But do they know what
those words mean—and do they mean them? Better yet, do we understand what it
means to say “Thanks”?
“Thank you” needs to be more than just a couple of words we say in response to a service or a gift or a compliment. For the Christian, I believe thanksgiving is more than
something we DO. It should be something we demonstrate by our very lives.

THANKS-GIVING SHOULD BE THANKS-LIVING.
How grateful are you? Does your life demonstrate your gratitude to God, to your family
and friends? Can people tell by looking at you that you are thankful to be alive—to be
part of this crazy, mixed-up world in which God has placed us? What does an “attitude of
gratitude” look like?
I believe an “attitude of gratitude” life-style demonstrates
PEACE. In the midst of the ups-and-downs of life, a thankful heart is able to radiate a spirit of calm and tranquility.
Do you remember Job’s response during his time of testing and trial?—“The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.
Blessed by the name of the Lord.” Jesus promised His
followers a “peace that passes understanding”. We are
able to demonstrate quietness and strength because, in
the end, we know Who is in charge (and thankfully, it isn’t
us!).
A thankful life style emits a sense of JOY. This does not
mean we walk around with a smile on our face all the time!
It does mean that we’ve discovered that no matter what is
happening around us, God is with us. James wrote, “Consider it all joy, my brethren,
when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” (James 1:2-3) And Jesus told His followers, “These things I have spoken to you
that MY joy may be in you and that your joy may be made full.” (John 15:11)

An “attitude of gratitude” reflects LOVE. How
do you feel when someone gives you a gift
(especially if it’s unexpected)? Don’t you
feel valued, appreciated, LOVED? We expect gifts for Christmas, our birthday or anniversary. But if someone gives us something we are not expecting—something “out
of the blue”—it makes us feel special! In the
words of the Apostle John, “This is love—not
that WE loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the payment for our sins.” (I John 4:10)
During this month of Thanksgiving, I challenge all of us to begin a life of thanksLIVING—to live in such way that those who see and encounter us will KNOW that
we are followers of Jesus Christ.
Thankfully His and yours,

Rev. Linda

THE CHURCH THAT I SEE

How do you envision Maple UMC? What kind of church do you “see”
when you think about our congregation? What are we doing in our
community? How are we fulfilling the mandate of our Lord to “Go
and make disciples”?
We are slowly emerging from the “lockdown mode” of 2020. Some
things have returned to “normal”—others are on the way. Some
things may never be what they were.
But we are moving forward. The question is—what kind of church will we be in the days
ahead? Do you have an idea for a ministry or project we might consider? Do you have
an idea for something we could try? Fill out a slip of paper and drop it in one of the “The
Church I See” boxes in the narthex or Social Hall.
We want your ideas…
We want your dreams…
We want your visions.

Sunday Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These opportunities to help
with worship are still on
hold. We are hopeful that these ministries will return soon!

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
If there a special event or a special person in your life, past or present, you
can sponsor flowers on the altar in their honor or memory. Sign the Flowers chart in the downstairs parlor or call the office and then
submit your check for $2000 to Maple Women’s Support
Group. We will contact a local florist for a simple, yet
pleasing arrangement. At the end of worship, you can take
your flowers home or have them taken to one of our homebound members.

BREW CREW
We have resumed After Church Fellowship (a.k.a.
Coffee Hour) following church services. Any food
served should be individually wrapped to avoid handling of utensils. The sign-up sheet is next to the
kitchen, so take a moment to consider which Sunday
you would like to help. Please keep social distancing
in mind as you re-acquaint with your Maple family!

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
We will honor our Saints that have gone to their heavenly home in the past year. Please join us during worship on November 7, 2021 as we remember these past
members of Maple United Methodist.

Virginia Hensley

Marian Miller

Tillie Porter

Vivian Wood

The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am
to eat and laugh. Here is a list of our current locations that we are
meeting. We have been changing and adding to this list, so contact
the office or go to our calendar (mapleumc.org) to find our where we
will be on each Tuesday. You are all welcome to join us!
November 2

Mr. Don’s—341 N 20th Street

November 9

Long Island Grill & Café—256 Helmer Rd

November 16

Big Boy—2183 W Columbia Ave

November 23 Denny’s—4785 Beckley Road
November 30 R&R Grill—1089 E Michigan Ave

SHARE Dinners are still on hold because of health safety concerns
for the patrons of the SHARE Center. We are hoping to resume this
ministry in January 2022. Thank you for your patience and STAY
TUNED!

THE GOLDEN MAPLES
(a group for 50+)

Wednesday, November 17 at 12:00 noon

Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.
Table game playing will follow!
Bring your own table service, a dish
to pass and your best game face. If
you have a game that would be fun
for the group, feel free to bring it,
too. However, you must be prepared
to smile and laugh a lot!
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Upper Room Devotional Books
available
(While supplies last)

No Room at the Inn
By Margaret W. Tarrant

I.
II.

III.

IV.
V.
VI.

Be sure to pick up the newest Upper Room edition
for November and December 2021 the next time you are
at the church. We have both small and large print editions
available in the entry, but they are in limited quantities. If
you need a copy sent to you, contact the office. These are
provided FREE of charge thanks to the Maple Women’s
Support Group.

Make up your mind to be happy.
Learn to find pleasure in simple
things.
Make the best of your circumstances. No one has everything,
and everyone has something of
sorrow. The trick is to make
laughter outweigh the tears.
Don’t take yourself too seriously. Don’t think that you
should be protected from misfortune.
You can’t please everybody.
Don’t let criticism worry you.
Don’t let your neighbor set
your standards. Be yourself
Never borrow trouble. Imaginary things are harder to bear
than real ones.

VII.

Since hate poisons the soul, do
not cherish jealousy. Avoid
people that make you unhappy.
VIII. Have many interests. If you
can’t travel, read about new
places.
IX.
Don’t hold postmortems. Don’t
spend your time brooding over
sorrows or mistakes.
X.
Do what you can for those less
fortunate than yourself.
XI.
Keep busy at something. A busy
person never has time to be
unhappy.
XII. Always be thankful and thank
God for today!

United Methodist Student Day
Sunday, November 28
Right now there are UMC young people—who
might not have had the resources to attend a
school of their choice, or, for some, any school at
all—who’ve been sent by you into the world God
loves because of your giving to United Methodist
Student Day. When you give generously you are
support these students as they prepare for a life
that unites faith with knowledge.
What no one person or congregation can do alone,
we’re doing together.
Nurturing Christian Leaders Like Ricky Blue
The son of two addicted parents, Ricky Blue had
grown up without much hope for a future. But
when Ricky’s church family—Louisiana’s Luling
UMC—raised $4000 for Ricky to begin college,
hope was born. Then, the Gift of Hope Scholarship, made possible only by your generous giving
to United Methodist Student Day, allowed Ricky
to continue. Today Ricky is a certified candidate
for ministry in the Illinois-Great Rivers Annual Conference.
What no one person can do, we’re doing together.
Together We’re Raising Up Gifted Christian Leaders
When you support United Methodist Student Day, you make it possible for more students
like Ricky to serve the world God loves. So although you can’t meet every need you’d
like to, your giving allows members of Christ’s body, people like Ricky, to do it in Jesus’
name.
Envelopes to collect for this opportunity will be provided for the offering on Sunday,
November 28
To give online: https://donate.gcfa.org/FundDetails.aspx?ID=10000141000110007
To give by mail send checks to: GCFA
P.O. Box 340029
Nashville, TN 37203
Please put name of Sunday in note section.

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Monthly Food Pantry Focus
Canned Meats (chicken, tuna),
Canned Vegetables
Cereal
When fresh meat supplies are exhausted, the
pantry relies on canned meats to include with
each bag given. These supplies are also low
right now, so your help with these items is
greatly appreciated. As always, paper products and other personal toiletry
items are welcome donations.
Clip art from:
www.vecteezy.com

Meijer Simply Give
The Holiday Campaign has begun! It will
continue through January 1, 2022.
Your donation will be doubled if you
scan a Simply Give card on Saturday,
December 11. That makes a $30 donation!

But you do not have to wait until then to
give! For every $10 Simply Give card that
is scanned, Meijer will donate an additional $10 to our local food pantry.
Cards can be picked up at the Ministries
bulletin board (next to the office) or at
the store. Meijer on Beckley Road is the
store for donations to the Northeast
Food Pantry.
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November 1 Jean Brown
November 1 Steve Datema
November 5 Grayson Kirk
November 9 Ed & Tina Bickford
November 10 Carol Daniel
November 14 Dennis Knapp
November 15 Mildred Singh
November 17 Marilyn Stoddard
November 21 McKensie Themm
November 25 Ron Skidmore
November 30 Cecil (Monty) Singh

December 3 Janice Dempsey
December 14 Merle Kraft (93)
December 20 Carlo Ciavatta
December 20 Norene Fox-Guerra
December 20 Shirley Paulson
December 22 Elmer Egelkraut
December 22 Dave & Carol
Knockemus
December 23 Barb Auble
December 25 Immanuel (Lucky) Singh
December 27 Linda Stoddard
December 29 Henry & Jean Brown

Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

Sunday Worship Times
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

