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Message from the Pastor…

November 2020
I received my call to preach three days shy of my tenth birthday. From
the beginning, my plan was to attend Albion College and Garrett Theological
Seminary. For nearly nine years my goal never wavered. Then, as I approached time to apply to seminary my Dad said, “Have you considered Asbury?” I hadn’t—and quickly told him so.
But whenever the talk turned to my “future
plans”, there was Dad with his “What about Asbury?”
question. Truth be told, Dad didn’t even KNOW where
Asbury was (“Maybe Kentucky?”) or even if it WAS a
seminary. Coincidently [?], our church received a new
pastor during my sophomore year of college. Rev.
Verne Summers just “happened” to be a graduate of Asbury and encouraged me to check out the school.
I prayed (HARD) about where God wanted me to get my training for
ministry—Garrett (an “approved” UM school) or Asbury (a school with a
Wesleyan tradition but not yet on the “approved” list with the UMC). Struggling, I laid a “fleece” before the Lord—whichever school provided the most
financial assistance for my three year program would be my destination.
Garrett offered me a $ 700 a year scholarship. Asbury has a scholarship
program that pays the FULL tuition for all full-time students through their ongoing scholarship program.
Long story short, I was led south and spent three incredible years at Asbury Theological Seminary in the heart of the Kentucky bluegrass country. I
was there when an eight-day spontaneous revival broke out across the street
at Asbury College (as chronicled in One Divine Moment by Robert E. Coleman). And in my senior year, I was invited to speak during one of our daily
Chapel services—the first woman to ever preach in the chapel of ATS in the
fifty year history of the school.
Dad and I returned to Asbury together a couple of times for Ministers

Conference and although Dad never had the chance to attend the school, it
only made sense when he died to set up a scholarship in his name. When
Mom died seven years later, the family directed her memorials to Dad’s
scholarship fund. A couple of years later, I knew I wanted memorials at my
death to also go to Asbury to help fund the education of future students so
Dad’s fund became the “Rev. Richard C. and Rev. Linda D. Stoddard Memorial Scholarship”.
This year, in recognition of my time here at Maple, the church has
decided to make a donation to our scholarship in honor of “Pastor Appreciation Month”.
I could not be more grateful. Your gift will enable another struggling
student to pursue God’s call on their life. Many of Asbury’s students are
married…in their second
career…and serving a
small struggling church
while also attending
classes. Having their tuition PAID IN FULL by
this fund is a blessing
beyond measure.
I wanted to let you know about Asbury’s unique gift to every fulltime student (a full tuition scholarship). And I wanted you to know what
the Staff-Parish Committee is offering you a chance to be part of.
But mostly, I wanted to say “Thank You” for the difference you will
be making in the life of a young man or woman whom God has called to
serve Him.
Gratefully,
Rev. Linda

Sunday
Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These are still on hold because of the Coronavirus
danger that is still present
in the community. We are
hopeful that these ministries can return soon!

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
To sponsor flowers on the altar, sign
the Flowers chart in the downstairs
Masks
parlor or call the office.
Thank you to all of our sew-ers for
Your check for $2000
keeping our mask supply available.
should be written to Maple
If you need a mask when you arrive,
Women’s Support Group.
there is a nice assortment!
ATTN: BREW CREW
We have resumed After Church Fellowship (a.k.a. Coffee Hour) following church services. There is no food
served during this time, only coffee. The sign-up sheet
is next to the kitchen, so take a moment to consider
which Sunday you would like to help. Please keep social distancing in mind as you re-acquaint with your
Maple family!

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. In honor of our pastor, Rev. Linda, we
are taking up a collection to make a donation to the Rev. Richard C. and Rev.
Linda D. Stoddard Scholarship at Asbury Theological Seminary.
If you wish to donate, please send a check to Maple United Methodist Church
with a note stating “Scholarship.”
We miss you at church, but please stay safe.
Your friends at Maple

United Methodist Student Day
is November 24
United Methodist Student Day (UMSD) is one of
six Special Sundays when we receive an offering
for a particular ministry. On the last Sunday in November, your gifts through this offering benefit students as they pursue opportunities in higher education. Your contribution will be joined with those
of millions of other United Methodists to provide
scholarships to deserving recipients. This offering has raised more than
$400,000 and helps more than 300 students a year.
UMSD was first celebrated in 1940 when a college education could be attained
for $450 annually. Today, that same education costs an average of $23,000 each
year. We are invited to invest in young leaders by giving generously on UMSD as
part of our offering on November 24 or online umcgiving.org/giveUMSD. Please
be in prayer with the students who are recipients of the education made possible
through this special offering.

The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:00am to
eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for November. You are
all welcome to join us!

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
Pancake House—185 Capital Ave SW
Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd
LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW

THE GOLDEN MAPLES
(a group for 50+)

Wednesday, October 18 at 12:00 noon
Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.
Table game playing will follow!
Bring your own table service, a dish to pass and your
best game face. Be prepared to smile and laugh a lot!

Upper Room Devotional
Books available
(While supplies last)

Visitation by
John Meng-Frecker

Be sure to pick up the newest Upper Room edition
for November and December 2020 the next time
you are at the church. We have both small and large
print editions available in the entry, but they are in
limited quantities. If you need a copy sent to you,
contact the office.
These are provided FREE of charge thanks to the
Maple Women’s Support Group.

The Women’s Support Group has
decided to cancel their Fall Rummage Sale to follow the recommendations of the Health Department.
We are asking that NO DONATIONS be brought to the
church because our storage areas are FULL.
Thank you to Deidre Knapp and Marilyn Stoddard for their time and effort
to sort and organize all of the previous donations.

Thank you all so very much for your prayers and support during Steve’s
surgery. Through the surgery, our hospital stay and at home we have felt
surrounded and comforted by prayer. Praise God for his blessing of our
friends at Maple.
With sincere thanks,
Laurie Lotter
Administrative Assistant

Attention Snowbirds
For those of you that are heading to warmer climates
for the winter, we are not only jealous, but request
that you share the address of your winter home with
the church office and make sure we have your e-mail
address. We will send the link to the Sunday worship
service along with bulletins, newsletters and other important information. We want to stay in touch with
you, especially when you are away!

International Day of the Bible
Sunday, November 29th, 2020
Join us and others around the world, as we celebrate the Bible and participate with us as we
honor the Scriptures.
HOW IT ALL BEGAN
Since 1941, starting with President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, every US president has declared the week of Thanksgiving, “National Bible Week.” This, our
79th year, we again commemorate and honor God for giving us His Word.
On Sunday December 7th, 1941 the National Broadcasting Company (NBC)
which was a leading national radio station at the time, invited the founders of
the National Bible Association to open programming for the day which was Sunday. As they began their reading, bulleDo we realize that the solutins came in from Hawaii announcing
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
tion to every problem, every
Instead of just opening the day with
hurt, every dilemma can be
one Bible reading NBC then asked the
National Bible Association to continue
found between the covers of
reading the Bible all day between the
His Holy Word – in its prebulletins about Pearl Harbor.
Radio stations across America piggybacked on NBC’s programming at this
point as they were only one of the few
broadcasters nationwide who at the
time had same day international coverage. So that day, Americans heard the
comforting words of the Bible as they
contemplated the worst single day foreign attack on US soil in history.

cepts, principles, examples,
commands, promises, warnings, and teachings? To partake of it daily is to be nourished and made strong – prepared for every situation of
life.

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Monthly Food Pantry Focus
For this month of Thanksgiving, we find it
appropriate to help provide items that
would be a part of a holiday family dinner.
Some options to donate would include cans
of vegetables (and the soup for the famous
Green Bean Casserole), boxes of mashed
potatoes and stuffing mix, packets or jars of gravy and boxes of
pudding for dessert.
Other items that are in constant need right now
are bar soap and toilet paper. We like to make
sure our patrons have the ability to stay clean
and healthy through this uncertainty and bar
soap is very key to that. As always,
other paper products, like facial tissue and paper
towels, and other personal toiletry items, like toothpaste and shampoo, are welcome donations.
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SUNDAY

1

2 8:00am

8

9

15

16

9:30am Sunday
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Breakfast
Buddies—
Lux Café

9:30am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
with Communion

9:30am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship

Maple UMC
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November 1 Jean Brown
November 1 Steve Datema
November 9 Ed & Tina Bickford
November 10 Carol Daniel
November 15 Mildred Singh

December 3
December 20
December 20
December 20
December 22
December 22

Janice Dempsey
Carlo Ciavatta
Norene Fox-Guerra
Shirley Paulson
Elmer Egelkraut
Dave & Carol
Knockemus

November 17 Marilyn Stoddard
November 21 McKensie Themm
November 21 Dick Strader
November 25 Ron Skidmore
November 30 Cecil (Monty) Singh

December 23 Barb Auble
December 25 Immanuel Singh
December 27 Linda Stoddard
December 28 Lionel (Sunny) &
Esther Clements
December 29 Henry & Jean Brown

Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

Sunday Worship Times
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

