Maple
Leaves
I hope I can be the Autumn leaf,
who looked at the sky and lived.
And when it was time to leave,
gratefully, it knew life was a gift.
Dodinsky
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Message from the Pastor…

October 2021
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“Pea soup”, my Granddad called it—that thick, suffocating fog that wraps everything in a
fluffy blanket of gray and makes driving anywhere a challenge. I’ve always likened it to
driving inside a cotton ball! Familiar shapes are changed; landmarks are hard to see;
boundaries are “fuzzy”. It is hard to get around.
We tend to drive a little more cautiously, leave a tad bit sooner, take things a little slower.
We are more aware of our surroundings and look twice (or three times) before we pull
out of the driveway.
The meteorologist tries to give us a heads up before the heavy blanket moves in so that
we are prepared for the morning commute. We plan our day around the damp layer that
will envelope us when we awake—leaving earlier for work, perhaps…or just sleeping in!
But what about the “fog” that sometimes envelopes our souls and spirits? What about
the “pea soup” that blurs the edges of our faith…that makes it hard to see anything good
around us…that scares us away from moving forward or reaching out?

We have a variety of names for it—“the blues”, being in a “funk”, depression. But, it all
boils down to one thing—we are caught in suffocating trap of “self”. We become so focused on ourselves, our own problems or difficulties (even our own low self-esteem) that
it is hard to see beyond the end of our nose!
In the physical realm, we have two choices when dense fog advisories are issued—we
can “hunker down” and wait it out (maybe missing an appointment or meeting in the process). Or we can move out cautiously, keeping our eyes open for any possible danger….or opportunity.
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The same is true for the spiritual realm. When we feel beaten up or beaten down…
when our world is turned upside down and nothing makes sense…
when life is soured by the difficulties that appear on every hand…
we have two choices. We can curl up inside ourselves and wait for the fog to lift. Or
we can get up and get moving, keeping our eyes open for opportunities to minister to
others who have pulled back inside themselves because of their own personal “fog”.
I have always loved and been encouraged by the words of Paul his second letter to
the Corinthians: “We are pressed on every side by trouble, BUT not crushed and broken. We are perplexed because we don’t know why things happen as they do, BUT
we don’t give up and quit. We are hunted down, BUT God never abandons us. We
get knocked down, BUT we get up again and keep going.” (II Corinthians 4:8,9)
Sometimes we NEED the fog blanket to remind us to slow down, look
around, be careful and be more
aware of our surroundings. But, we
can’t allow it to paralyze us—to keep
us from embracing the opportunities
for blessing and ministry that await
us “out there”.
The key word in the above verses is
BUT. Life happens…fog comes…we
want to withdraw, hunker down, wait it out. Yet, that is not what God has in mind for
us. He wants us to move out in faith, trusting that He is with us and will lead us
through the “pea soup”.
In the “soup” together,

Rev. Linda

VACATION!
Rev. Linda will be on vacation October 5—October 16. This is her
first break in a few years, so pray for rest and relaxation for her
and Marilyn.
If you have a pastoral need in her absence, contact the office
(269.964.1252) or Pat Brockwell (269.965.6129) and she will contact the right person to help.
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Sunday Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These opportunities to
help with worship are still on
hold. We are
hopeful that these ministries will return soon!

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
Masks
To sponsor flowers on the altar, sign
Even though masks are not required, the Flowers chart in the downstairs
we respect the wishes of those who
parlor or call the office.
still would like to wear them. Thanks
Your check for $2000
to our sew-ers, there is a nice assortshould be written to Maple
ment available!
Women’s Support Group.
BREW CREW
We have resumed After Church Fellowship (a.k.a.
Coffee Hour) following church services. Any food
served should be individually wrapped to avoid handling of utensils. The sign-up sheet is next to the
kitchen, so take a moment to consider which Sunday
you would like to help. Please keep social distancing
in mind as you re-acquaint with your Maple family!
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The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am
to eat and laugh. Here is a list of our current locations that we are
meeting. We have been changing and adding to this list, so contact
the office or go to our calendar (mapleumc.org) to find our where we
will be on each Tuesday. You are all welcome
to join us!

Denny’s—4785 Beckley Road
Lux Café—2587 Capital Avenue SW
Mr. Don’s—341 N 20th Street
R&R Grill—1089 E Michigan Ave
Just love everyone.
I’ll sort them out later.
- God

THE GOLDEN MAPLES
(a group for 50+)

Wednesday, October 20 at 12:00 noon
Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.
Table game playing will follow!
Bring your own table service, a dish
to pass and your best game face. If
you have a game that would be fun
for the group, feel free to bring it,
too. However, you must be prepared
to smile and laugh a lot!

Guest Preacher
On Sunday, October 10, we will have a different face in the pulpit. Rev. Richard (Dick)
Schlee will be preaching that Sunday. He has a
Baptist background, beginning at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in Lombard, Illinois.
He has served at churches in Lakeville IL, Fennville MI and retired from Ceresco Baptist here
in Calhoun County after 21 years. He has also
been a probation officer and a school teacher.
You may have seen Dick and Linda Schlee in worship with us on Sundays, as they have been attending Maple for a few months now. They
have 3 adult children and 7 grandchildren that are between 2 years and
24 years old. He loves ALL sports—mostly to watch—and his favorite
TV channel is anything with sports showing!

Rev. Schlee will be delivering a message with a different style, so make
your plans to be here on October 10!

UMCOR—Haiti Special Collection
UMCOR has been in Haiti long before the last
earthquake and hurricane disasters. On Sunday,
September 5th a special offering collection was taken for the UMCOR effort in Haiti. Once again,
showed the generous hearts of Maple.

The total raised is $572.

If you would like to make a donation, you can send
your check to the church, leave an envelope in the
collection basket on Sunday or go to https://
umcmission.org/advance-project/982450/

On the first Sunday in October,
United Methodist congregations join
many Christian churches across the
globe in celebrating World Communion Sunday.
World Communion Sunday began at Shadyside Presbyterian
Church in Pittsburgh. The Rev. Kerr
and his congregation sought to
demonstrate the interconnectedness of Christian churches, regardless of denomination, so they chose the sacrament of Holy Communion to symbolize this unity.
In 1940, the predecessor denominations of The UM Church adopted WorldWide Communion Sunday.
United Methodists believe in an open table, anyone may receive communion.
“All who intend to lead a Christian life, together with their children, are invited to
receive the bread and cup.”
In United Methodist Churches around the world, a special offering is collected
on World Communion Sunday to fund scholarships for seminarians.

Reformation Day is a day set aside to recognize, remember, and celebrate the Protestant Reformation. In some countries, it is observed as an official holiday. It remembers Martin Luther and the central role he played in the reform movement that split the western church of Rome.
As United Methodists today, why even observe it? There are a number of reasons we should observe the day. The themes of the Reformation
remain the great themes and principles of our own faith today. The great
schism that occurred in the church remains with us.
Our fractured denominations have entered into dialogue and cooperative activities that have brought us closer together. Now, we may observe
Reformation Day with a sense of moving toward unity and community.
It is an opportunity to repent of the sins and excesses of the past and to celebrate our common faith,
even if we still cannot celebrate a common ritual and sacrament. Reformation today can represent
healing of old wounds as we all work to build and strengthen Christ's church and love one another as
Christ has loved us.
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Church Conference
Church Conference is
scheduled for Sunday,
October 25. However,
this annual event is going
to like last year’s, which
was held online via
Zoom . Instead of inviting
the entire membership to
participate, we are only gathering the Leadership Team to participate
in the necessary votes required by the Book of Discipline. These are limited
to approving salaries for appointed or assigned pastors and affirming the
slate of church leaders for the coming year.

Thank you so much for all the lovely
birthday cards.
Sandy McDonald

Deborah Glen
Lakeview Meadows
900 W Territorial Rd #228
Battle Creek, MI 49015
Phone: 214-603-9176
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NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Monthly Food Pantry Focus
Canned Vegetables
Kid’s Snacks
Toiletries

There is plenty to choose from for a donation
this month. The pantry will begin handing out
packets of toiletries next month. These packets will include shampoo and conditioner, toothbrush and toothpaste, deodorant (male and female kinds), and hand/body lotion. As always,
paper products and female hygiene items are
welcome donations.

Other Ministry Opportunities
We are in immediate need of selfcare and hygiene items for our
Care Bag Pantry. Everything is
very low, especially diapers (sizes
2-6) and baby wipes. The items
are given to the children, teens,
and families in our care. Items can
be dropped off at our office, 70
Calhoun St, M-Th 9am-3pm.
Infant and Toddler Care — Baby Wipes, Diapers ( all sizes), Pull
ups ( all sizes), Baby shampoo, Diaper rash cream, Age appropriate tooth brushes, Baby and toddler safe tooth paste
Feminine Care — Pads and pantiliners, Tampons, Deodorant,
Shampoo and conditioner, Body wash, Facial wash or cleansing
wipes, Tooth brushes (soft bristle), Tooth paste
Male Hygiene — Men’s Deodorant, Shampoo and conditioner
(no flowery smells), Body wash (no flowery smells), Facial wash,
Tooth brush (soft bristle), Tooth paste
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October Celebrations
October 5 Sushil & Mildred Singh
October 7 Scott & Cindy Keeler
October 10 Llewlyn & Edith Clements
October 10 Steve & Ginny Datema
October 11 Emily Parsons
October 12 Henry Brown
October 15 Tina Bickford
October 15 Elmer & Alyce Egelkraut
October 17 Asha Singh
October 19 Steve Lotter
October 21 Ed Bickford
October 24 Lyle Mason
October 29 Isaiah Kirk
October 30 Kristina Katz
October 30 Esther Rayburn

November

November 1 Jean Brown
November 1 Steve Datema
November 9 Ed & Tina Bickford
November 10 Carol Daniel
November 14 Dennis Knapp
November 15 Mildred Singh
November 17 Marilyn Stoddard
November 21 McKensie Themm
November 25 Ron Skidmore
November 30 Cecil (Monty) Singh
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Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

Sunday Worship Times
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

