Maple
Leaves
Give instruction
to a wise man
and he will
be still
wiser.
Teach a
righteous
man and
he will increase his
learning.
Proverbs 9:8-9
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Message from the Pastor…

September 2020

“The more things change, the more they stay the same”
…or at least it seems that way.
We are almost 2/3 of the way through this year of 2020 with almost half of it
spent under “lock down” or quarantine of one kind or another. As unusual as the
past six months have been, we now stand poised on the brink of the “usual” fall
frenzy of “back-to-school” school preparations, Church Conference plans, fall and
Advent church planning and also the whole election process. Many of us feel like
the world kind of stopped around St. Patrick’s Day, but the earth still rotates
around the sun… the clock has continued to move…and the calendar pages are
flipped.
The only thing “different” is EVERYTHING!! Our church calendar still looks the
same “on paper”—but everything is on a “to be
determined” basis. Month-by-month (even
week-by-week) we are making adjustments…
changes…re-arranging plans.

2020

Normally, the Women’s Support Group would be
gearing up for their big Fall Sale—but because of the
coronavirus restrictions, it’s been put on hold until the
spring. Church Conference where we elect officers, set
the salaries and budget for next year, and discuss the church past and future will
be held with only the Leadership Team present. Worship service guidelines for
“passing the peace and the offering plates” and joining hands for singing “Bind us
together” continue to follow Covid-19 protocol. Masks, hand sanitizer, and elbow
bumps are part of our daily routine.
It is frustrating…discouraging…even scary as we try to envision what the fall
season will really bring. But even with all the changes going on around us, many
things will stay the same.

We will continue to worship together face-to-face each week—and we will
continue to offer our mini-worship on YouTube. We will hold whatever meetings we can by wearing masks…spreading out…and being diligent in our care
for one another. We are still praying for each other and sharing our prayer
needs. We are still seeking God’s will and working toward His kingdom in our
little corner of the world.
What will the fall bring? We
don’t know—none of us has (or really WANTS) a crystal ball. We will
plan to do as we’ve always done—
with the flexibility to change those
plans and missions “on the fly”. But
we will move forward in faith believing that “This is the day the Lord has
made---and we WILL rejoice and be
glad in it.”

Moving forward together with you,
Rev. Linda

Thank you everybody for your faithful support
through your giving during this stressful time. You
have made my bill paying job a bit easier.
With Love and Gratefulness,
Ronna Jones, Finance Chair

Sunday
Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These are still on hold because of the Coronavirus
danger that is still present
in the community. Hopefully, these ministries can
return in the near future.

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
To sponsor flowers on the altar, sign
the Flowers chart in the downstairs
Masks
parlor or call the office.
Thank you to all of our sew-ers for
Your check for $2000
keeping our mask supply available.
should be written to Maple
If you need a mask when you arrive,
Women’s Support Group.
there is a nice assortment!
ATTN: BREW CREW
We will start a trial run of After Church Fellowship
(a.k.a. Coffee Hour) following church services in September. There will be no food served during this time,
only coffee. The sign-up sheet will be next to the kitchen, so take a moment to consider which Sunday you
would like to help. Please keep social distancing in
mind as you re-acquaint with your Maple family!

Women’s Support Group
Because the presence of COVID-19 is still a
concern for many in the Women’s Support
Group, there will be no meeting in September.
Input is needed from the members of the group
to decide if there will be a meeting in October.
Members are asked to call Jill Mason at (269)
965-8406 to cast your vote .

The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:00am to
eat and laugh. Here are the dates for September. Locations are announced
during Sunday worship or available on our website
calendar. You are all welcome to join us!

September 1
September 15
September 29

September 8
September 22
THE GOLDEN MAPLES
(a group for 50+)

Wednesday, September 16 at 12:00 noon.
Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.
Table game playing will follow!
Bring your own table service, a dish to pass
and your best game face.
Be prepared to smile and laugh a lot!

Upper Room Devotional
Books available
(While supplies last)

Be sure to pick up the newest edition for
September and October 2020 the next time
you are at the church. We have both small and
large print editions available in the entry, but
they are in limited quantities. If you need a
copy sent to you, contact the office.
These are provided FREE of charge thanks
to the Maple Women’s Support Group.

World Communion Sunday
October 4, 2020
Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful
weapon you can use to change the world.”
On World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6, we will receive a
special offering to support scholars in their education.
Because of our giving on World Communion Sunday, the
most powerful tool to change the world is in more hands.
In The United Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday is one of six Special Sunday offerings. On the first
Sunday in October, our designated gifts benefit students
around the world by providing scholarships, mentoring
and training.
As we come together to receive Holy Communion along with Christians around the world, we
recognize our unity and shared commitment to building God’s kingdom on earth. Together, we
help raise up new leaders around the world, equipping them to be agents of change. Please
give generously on Oct. 4.

To my Maple friends,
Thank you for all the cards and phone calls.
Your prayers helped. I hope to see you soon.
Shirley Paulson

NEW ADDRESS
(please update your directory)

Carol Daniel
1409 Capital Ave NE #19
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Congratulations
Tim and Makenna Lotter
Married on August 8, 2020
(Tim is the son of Steve and Laurie Lotter,
our church secretary)

This month we celebrate and
recognize the histories, cultures and contributions of persons who are of Spanish, Mexican, Caribbean, Central American and South American descent.
Hispanic Heritage Week was first observed under President Lyndon Johnson,
but President Ronald Reagan extended it to a month long celebration in 1988.
The date for Hispanic Heritage Month corresponds with the independence of
such countries as Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico and Nicaragua. The month provides an opportunity to appreciate positive Hispanic-Latino
influences that enrich the landscape of the U.S., especially through the traditions and customs of Hispanic-Latino multicultural communities.
Hispanic influences are tightly knit in the fabric of American life—art, cinema,
food, literature, music and politics. While Hispanic children learn about their
roots this month, everyone can benefit from learning about Spanish history
and culture.
Hispanic and Latino Americans represent almost one-fifth of the total U.S.
population, making it the largest ethnic minority group. Among The United
Methodist Church’s over 6.6 million U.S. lay members, a little over 1% are Hispanic. Of the denomination’s 37,000 U.S. clergy members, less than 2% identify as Hispanic. Three active U.S. bishops are Hispanic/Latinx.
Embrace this moment as a chance to understand and learn from the diverse
faces and voices that come together in The United Methodist Church. The
body of Christ is strengthened by the acceptance
that comes with respecting each person’s unique
background and culture. Learn more about the vital
work that Hispanic-Latino United Methodists are
doing across our connection at UMC.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Monthly Food Pantry Focus
Powdered Laundry Soap,
Tablets or Pods
Clean clothes are a luxury for some families as the
price of doing laundry goes up. We can help by
providing the soap to clean the clothes of the
families we help with food. Any size box of laundry detergent will help. Containers of laundry
pods are easier for the staff to handle and to
distribute.

The Meijer Spring Simply Give Campaign

Now—September 26
Meijer will donate an additional $10 for each
Simply Give card purchased until September
26. To directly benefit the Northeast Neighborhood Food Pantry, you can purchase your
cards at the Meijer on Beckley Road. If you purchase elsewhere, there will be a donation to
the food pantry that is in that neighborhood.
The Northeast Food Pantry, which Maple UMC helps support, uses its share
of Simply Give to keep the baby pantry stocked in baby needs such as
formula, baby food and cereal, diapers and wipes. Thank you for your
support.
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September 1 Tim Katz
September 2 Norma Gene Rambow (97)
September 2 Dave Mason
September 3 Lyle & Jill Mason
September 4 Sharon Ebert
September 6 Marji Suggs
September 7 Cecil & Ashley Singh
September 9 Lionel (Sunny) Clements
September 15 Bernice (Shiny) Clements
September 16 Grace Gilroy
September 17 Bob Hegerberg
September 22 Loretta Coon
September 25 Carol Knockemus

October 5 Sushil & Mildred Singh
October 7 Scott & Cindy Keeler
October 10 Llewlyn & Edith Clements
October 10 Steve & Ginny Datema
October 11 Emily Parsons
October 12 Henry Brown
October 15 Tina Bickford
October 15 Elmer & Alyce Egelkraut
October 17 Asha Singh
October 19 Steve Lotter
October 21 Ed Bickford
October 24 Lyle Mason
October 29 Isaiah Kirk (2)
October 30 Kristina Katz

Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

Sunday Worship is at
11:00 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

