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Message from the Pastor…

August 2021

When I was a kid, a favorite lazy summer activity was lying on my back in the
grass on our front hill, staring at the clouds passing overhead. If one or more of my sisters joined me, we would try to decide what the clouds looked like—a dog, cat, elephant…you know the drill.
Now that I’m older (and busier) I don’t seem to have time to contemplate the
clouds (pity!). But, when I worked on an assembly line in a factory, my mind would sometimes wander in all kinds of directions.
One night as I stood working at my machine and thinking about nothing in particular, my mind suddenly roared to life…
”PRIMORDIAL OOZE”
(Now where did THAT come from?) Once I recovered from the shock, I wondered where else my mind would “wander”, so I just let it go. And I wrote down a list of
the things that just “popped” into my mind for five minutes or so.
Lady Chatterley’s lover
In 1776, 76% of the people were farmers.
“You’ll wonder where the yellow went when you brush your
teeth with Pepsodent” (complete with the tune!)
Red and yellow make orange
“I like Ike!”
Mice like chocolate-covered cherries hidden in your closet
Castor oil mixed with orange juice still tastes terrible
[I quickly concluded having someone “read my
mind” might not be a good thing!]
Then I thought of Paul’s admonition to the Philippians—Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--THINK about such things. (Philippians 4:8)
As my hands did one thing that night, my mind went a totally DIFFERENT direction. Could God mean by focusing on His Word, we could better control our random (and
sometimes less than worthy) thoughts?
What if we kept a prayer list handy? When we find our mind wandering off into
nowhere, we could pull ourselves back to reality with a prayer for a church friend having
surgery or a relative having a personal issue.
Perhaps we could write out a few verses of Scripture on 3x5 cards. If we prop

them up over the kitchen sink, or put them on the dashboard, or stick them up near
our working space, we would see them when our thoughts began to scatter. How
much Scripture might we “accidently” memorize simply by reading these verses again
and again during the day?
King David said—I HAVE HIDDEN YOUR
WORD IN MY HEART THAT I MIGHT NOT SIN
AGAINST YOU. (Ps. 119:11)
Maybe if we heeded that admonition,
there would be a little less anger and frustration
in our lives. Praying for others during the course
of the day could give a lift to our spirits and put
us in a better frame of mind as we work. Meditating on the things of God could sharpen our focus
and give our lives a richer and fuller meaning as
we seek to become people of faith.
As I deliberately changed my mindset that night at work, I decided to hum
hymns that started with “A”, then “B”, then “C”…until my shift ended.
It wasn’t exactly lying on my back and watching the clouds pass overhead…
but it sure was a peaceful respite.
Yours for a lazy (and blessed) summer,

Rev. Linda

Sunday
Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These opportunities to
help with worship are still on
hold. We are
hopeful that these ministries will return soon!

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
Masks
To sponsor flowers on the altar, sign
Even though masks are not required, the Flowers chart in the downstairs
we respect the wishes of those who
parlor or call the office.
still would like to wear them. Thanks
Your check for $2000
to our sew-ers, there is a nice assortshould be written to Maple
ment available!
Women’s Support Group.
BREW CREW
We have resumed After Church Fellowship (a.k.a.
Coffee Hour) following church services. Any food
served should be individually wrapped to avoid handling of utensils. The sign-up sheet is next to the
kitchen, so take a moment to consider which Sunday
you would like to help. Please keep social distancing
in mind as you re-acquaint with your Maple family!

The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am to
eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for August. You are all
welcome to join us!

August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd
LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd
LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
Directory Changes
Elmer & Alyce Egelkraut
Northpointe Woods
700 North Ave #238
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Sharon Ebert
6600 Constitution Blvd APT 715
Portage, MI 49024

Rev. Richard (Dick) & Linda Schlee
374 Garrison Rd
Battle Creek, MI 49017
(269) 420-4646

Please update your directory with
these changes.

Thank you for all the lovely cards and prayers. I hope
I am home soon.
Jennifer McDonald

I want to say a special thank you to the people of Maple UMC. Your
cards, prayers and support have meant so much to my family during
these past few difficult weeks leading up to the home-going of our Dad,
Jack Herbstreith. You all have a special place in my heart. Thank you
and God Bless,
Laurie Lotter

Take Time

Take time to dream...it is hitching your soul to the stars.
Take time to think... it is the source of power.
Take time to pray...it is the greatest power on earth.
Take time to read...it is the foundation of knowledge.
Take time to work...it is the price of success.
Take time to play...it is the secret of perpetual youth.
Take time to worship...it washes the dust of the earth from you eyes.
Take time to be friendly...it is the road to happiness.
Take time to love and be loved...it is a God-given privilege.
Take time to laugh...it is the music of the soul.
Take time for beauty...it is everywhere in nature.
Take time to give...it is too short a day to be selfish.
Take time for health... it is the true treasure of life.
Take time to do charity... it is the key to Heaven.
Author Unknown
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NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Monthly Food Pantry Focus
Jams & Jellies
Canned Vegetables

With school still out, many families rely on
the good, old-fashioned PB & J. It doesn’t
matter which side of the jelly debate you
are on (strawberry or grape), any kind of
jelly or jam will suffice to keep the peanut
butter from sticking!
Remember, as always, any paper products and other personal toiletry items are welcome donations.

KEEP IT GOING!!!

Family Fare receipts

The Fall Meijer Simply Give campaign
continues through OCTOBER 2, 2021.

For every $150,000 of Family Fare

The Double Match Days
for this round of giving
will be Saturday, August 14, and Saturday,
August 28.
Northeast Pantry's partner store is
Meijer on Beckley. Meijer is doing a
great job providing for the needs of the
all of the pantries in the Neighborhood
Food Pantry Ministries. The Northeast
Pantry is the only one in Battle Creek
that is also a Baby Pantry. These
funds keep the baby supplies stocked.

Direct Your Dollar receipts the
Food Pantry will receive $1,000.
The pantry is getting close to its
next $1,000 donation! Less than

$10,000 more is needed. These
funds are used for household essentials like bar soap, laundry detergent and toilet paper. Keep those
full receipts coming!!
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Isaac Singh
Ronna Jones
Lou Guerra
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Tim Katz
Norma Gene Rambow (98)

Dave Mason
Lyle & Jill Mason
Sharon Ebert
Marji Suggs
Cecil & Ashley Singh

Lionel (Sunny) Clements
Bernice (Shiny) Clements
Grace Gilroy
Bob Hegerberg
Loretta Coon (90)
Carol Knockemus
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Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

Sunday Worship Times
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

