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Message from the Pastor…
I’ll admit I’m sentimental each time the flag goes by—
I get a big lump in my throat, and then I start to cry.
I think of all it stands for—justice and liberty,
The right to stand for what is true, the chance to just be free.
I think of all who gave their lives since our early days,
So that we could be set free to follow our own ways.
Patriots in three-corner hats march to fife and drum,
And behind them, row by row, I see an army come.
The “doughboys” in their helmets, the airmen in their planes,
The sailors on the seven seas—the losses and the gains.
The men and women who believed they did just what was right
When they left their homes and kin and then marched off to fight.
Their blood was spilled on foreign lands as well as on our own
To protect and to defend this land that they called home.
They fought and died for you and me. I’m not ashamed to weep—
When I remember all they gave our liberty to keep.
(@ ldstoddard)

I’m the daughter of a member of the “Greatest Generation”. Many of you have heard me
speak of my Dad who flew with the Army Air Corps over Europe during World War II. He
really never talked about the war until I was in my twenties. What my sisters and I knew
of his war experiences during our growing up years would not have filled a coffee cup!
As he got closer to retirement, though,
something changed. After several in the
family encouraged him to write down some
of his memories, he relented. Sitting at the
computer, he struggled as he relived some
of those events, typing nearly 30 pages of
his “memoirs”. There still wasn’t a lot of detail—but we got a better picture of the man
who raised us to respect our nation’s flag
and those who have fought to defend it.
My granddad, a veteran of the Mexican War, proudly raised the flag at his home every
morning and retired it each evening. When I hit junior high, Grandpa allowed me the privilege of raising and lowering the flag. It was my way to honor my grandfather and my father and his twin as well as all those who have served.

I wrote the above poem in June of 1982 in honor of Flag Day and the Fourth of July.
As I wrote it, I experienced all the emotions I have felt throughout my life as I attended parades in Jackson and saluted each time the flag went by.
The 2004 Fourth of July parade in Frankfort, Michigan is
a special memory for me. Dad was driving their convertible in the parade with a number of local World War II
veterans. As they approached the spot where I was
standing, my heart swelled with pride, and I yelled,
“Hey, Dad!” As he looked my way, I snapped to attention and saluted (just as he taught me). The grin on his
face said it all!
Yep, I’m sentimental all right. Can’t help myself. It’s the
way I was raised—and I’m proud of it!

Rev. Linda

Sunday
Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These opportunities to
help with worship are still
on hold. We are hopeful
that these ministries will return
soon!

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
To sponsor flowers on the altar, sign
Masks
the Flowers chart in the downstairs
Thank you to our sew-ers for keepparlor or call the office.
ing our mask supply available. If you
Your check for $2000
need a mask when you arrive, there
should be written to Maple
is a nice assortment!
Women’s Support Group.
BREW CREW
We have resumed After Church Fellowship (a.k.a.
Coffee Hour) following church services. Any food
served should be individually wrapped to avoid handling of utensils. The sign-up sheet is next to the
kitchen, so take a moment to consider which Sunday
you would like to help. Please keep social distancing
in mind as you re-acquaint with your Maple family!
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Calling All Readers!
Do you know about the Maple Library? Located in the parlor of the fellowship
hall, there is a variety of books to suit all ages.








Christian Fiction
Mysteries
Books on prayer
Bible Studies
Children’s Books
Devotionals
And more…

In addition, there is a collection of older (vintage) books in the
small room by the kitchen. These contain full Bible studies, several Bibles, the Interpreter Collection for Bible Study, and several other categories.

Feel free to browse and borrow a book at any time!
God doesn’t always talk back as
quickly as we like. And some of our
questions feel as though God never
answers them. It’s in these moments
that connecting with others strengthens our patience. It’s in these moments that others help us to best live
into the questions. BeADisciple offers
studies and courses on a variety of
topics.
BeADisciple’s goal is to make rich learning experiences accessible to church leaders and laity, no matter their location or life situation. Explore and enroll
at BeADisciple.com.

The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at
8:30am to eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for
July. You are all welcome to join us!
July 6
July 13
July 20
July 27

LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd
LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd

Upper Room
Devotional Books
available
(While supplies last)

Be sure to pick up the newest Upper Room edition for
July and August 2021 the next time you are at the church.
We have both small and large print editions available in the
entry, but they are in limited quantities. If you need a copy
sent to you, contact the office. These are provided FREE of
charge thanks to the Maple Women’s Support Group.
Stones and Glass Houses
By Kevin Costley

Every Annual Conference session takes
time to examine both the life of the church
and how the church is active in the world.
The 2021 Virtual Michigan Annual Conference, which was held June 4th through 6th,
was no exception.
Following worship with Bishop David
Bard provided conference members with
the broader context for the session. “We
find ourselves in a world changed by a pandemic. While the world has changed
dramatically, there remain difficult realities which persist.” The bishop named
hunger, war, inequity, inequality, and violence among those difficulties. “The human community is poisoned by systems and ways of thinking which lift some up
and put others down,” he continued.
Mentioning the Global Methodist Church, Bard stated, “The United Methodist
Church will experience a division. It is not a matter of ‘if’ but of ‘when.'” He added,
“I remain deeply committed to working with all our churches and pastors with
grace, compassion, wisdom, and kindness as we navigate these turbulent waters.”
The bishop called his statements “a strange way to begin an annual conference.”
Then he urged members and viewers of the session to “stay
tuned.” He elaborated. “Stay tuned. That’s one way to express the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ – stay
tuned. You think the forces of hatred and hunger are going
to prevail? Stay tuned. You think there is no end to violence
and no potential for healing? Stay tuned. You think a virus has left us all so weary
and worn that we’ve no energy or vision left to be about the work of God’s beloved
community? Stay tuned. You think that an institution that is on the decline, that
cannot keep itself together, that seems terribly outdated and irrelevant to some
cannot be a purveyor of grace, a beacon of hope, hands for healing, and an instrument of love? Stay tuned.”
He ended his welcome to the Michigan Annual Conference on a note of celebration.
“We live in strange times, and yet we are people of strangely warm hearts,
strangely hopeful spirits who know that with God, strange things are happening
every day – peaceful things, justice things, creative things, healing things, hopeful
things, love things. In the words of John Wesley, “the best of all is, God is with us.”

Vacation Bible School
Opportunities
Chapel Hill UMC
A Kidz Kamp will be hosted at the Trinity
Neighborhood Center July 12-15 6:00—
8:00 pm with a dinner at 5:30pm. To register or to volunteer, contact
Kelsey@thehillbc.com

Newton UMC
Vacation Bible School will take place Monday, July 19 through Thursday, July 22 6:00—8:00 pm. The theme this year is “God’s Angels at
Work,” which will include police, firefighters and medical personnel. To
register or to volunteer contact Pat Pejakovich at 269/979-2779.

Tim and Kristina Katz no longer have a landline.
Phone #’s: Tim (269) 213-9300
Kristina (269) 420-1398
Also please add new college address beginning
August 1 for Isabella Katz
1 Sycamore St. Apt 256
Terre Haute, IN 47807

Please update your directory!
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July 2 Sonia Singh
July 4 Mary Hoffman
July 4 Barb Dawson
July 7 Trixie Titus
July 8 Landon Themm
July 9 Jill Mason
July 10 Scott Keeler
July 11 Jacob Keeler
July 12 Laurie Lotter

August 5 Isaac Singh
August 5 Ronna Jones
August 5 Lou Guerra
August 6 LeTesa Newsome
August 8 Tim & Makenna Lotter (1)
August 18 Llewlyn Clements
August 18 Roger Sweet (90)
August 22 Bernice Singh

July 13 Rick & Ronna Jones
July 13 John Singh
July 16 Vipin & Bernice Singh
July 20 Bob Outman
July 21 Tim Lotter
July 23 Mary Terry
July 25 Grace Small (96)
July 25 Tim & Kristina Katz
July 26 Steve & Laurie Lotter
July 29 Cindy Keeler

August 26 Mary Vanderwall (93)
August 27 Sandy McDonald
August 29 Jose & Stacy Caballero
August 29 Bob & Ginny Outman
August 30 Lois Mabus

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Monthly Food Pantry Focus
Canned Vegetables
Cereal
Jams & Jellies
There is always a need for these items
as they are a part of EVERY bag of food
that is given. As always, paper products and other
personal toiletry items are welcome donations.

Thank you for all the groceries that Maple’s congregation donates to the Northeast Food Pantry. Your
contribution helps to keep our shelves stocked. Thank
you also for allowing us the space for the pantry. It
is a pleasure working with the staff here at Maple.
You are a real blessing to our neighbors in need.
Laurie Riley & Northeast Food Pantry Volunteers.

KEEP IT GOING!!!
The Fall Meijer Simply Give campaign begins on
Sunday, JULY 4, 2021 through Saturday, OCTOBER
2, 2021. The Double Match Days for this found of giving will be Saturday, August 14, 2021 and Saturday, August 28, 2021. Northeast Pantry's partner
store is Meijer on Beckley. Meijer is doing a great job
providing for the needs of the pantries in the Neighborhood Food Pantry Ministries.

Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

Sunday Worship Times
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

