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Message from the Pastor…

May 2021

Have you ever listened to the conversations going on around you in a public place—the
checkout line at Meijer’s…the beauty parlor/barber shop…the doctor’s office or coffee
shop? If you ever “eavesdrop” (as I have) on total strangers, you’ll hear about health
problems—wayward children—job losses—poor parenting or money management—and
bad weather woes.
Many times I have found myself smiling at the occasional
joke or feeling a lump rise in my throat as one shared of
an unexpected death. My own memories have been triggered by seniors talking about their grandkids’ concerts,
recitals, and ball games. I‘ve left some places with a smile
on my face…others with an ache in my heart…and many
with a prayer on my lips.
Many times I have found myself wondering—“Do these folks have a church family to rejoice with them, to encourage them, to sustain them? Do they have a faith to comfort
them?”
Especially during this ongoing Covid season, I have found my
thoughts turning to those who are “outside” the church. I wonder
where they find their hope, their comfort, their strength and guidance during these difficult days in which we live. Sadly, some
turn to substance abuse. Others have “anger management issues” and deal with everything by blowing up or striking out.
Some try to run away—literally or figuratively. Still others internalize their pain and sorrow until they self-destruct.
All around us are people who are seeking for hope, change, love, forgiveness—new life.
They may be members of our own families. Perhaps they attend the same lodge or social functions. They may live next door or down the street. I know they shop where we
shop and seek medical treatment where we do. They share the same bank, doctor,
beautician, mechanic.
As “people of the resurrection”, what can we do? How can we help those in despair,
confusion, and turmoil? What kind of difference can we make in their lives? What does
the Lord require of us who bear His name?
I believe we are called to be a friend—to lend a listening ear—to share a smile or a
friendly “Hello”. We are to extend a hand of assistance, a word of encouragement, a moPage 2

ment of our time perhaps. As ambassadors for
Christ, the world expects us to be “different” than
everyone else. It expects us to care about our neighbors—be they friend, enemy, or stranger.
We don’t need to preach at them or try to convert
them. We don’t need to provide a hand out. We don’t
even have to necessarily SAY anything to them.
But we certainly should pray for them—asking for
God’s help and blessing and strength for those we
encounter on a daily basis. We can be sensitive to
the needs of those around us and (as God leads) offer a word of encouragement and hope. We can be a
little less wrapped up in ourselves and a little more
open to those around us.
To me, this is what the resurrection is all about. Yes, Jesus went to the cross to die
for all of us. Yes, He rose from the dead for our redemption and forgiveness. But
above all, Easter is about hope—it’s about good news—it’s about caring and sharing
and being God’s representatives in the world.
In Easter hope and resurrection joy,
Rev. Linda

...lift your heart,
make you smile
and chase
the gloom away.
Your FRIENDSHIP
lightens up my days.

Dear Maple Friends,
I had a wonderful time
seeing all of your smiley
faces on Easter Sunday—
even with masks on.
God bless you all,
Vivian Wood
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Sunday
Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These are still on hold because of the
Coronavirus danger that is
still present in the community. We are hopeful that
these ministries
can return soon!

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
To sponsor flowers on the altar, sign
the Flowers chart in the downstairs
Masks
parlor or call the office.
Thank you to our sew-ers for keepYour check for $2000
ing our mask supply available. If you
should be written to Maple
need a mask when you arrive, there
Women’s Support Group.
is a nice assortment!
ATTN: BREW CREW
We have resumed After Church Fellowship (a.k.a. Coffee Hour) following church services. Any food served
should be individually wrapped to avoid handling of
utensils. The sign-up sheet is next to the kitchen, so take
a moment to consider which Sunday you would like to
help. Please keep social distancing in mind as you reacquaint with your Maple family!
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Women’s Support Group
May 11, 2021
12:00 noon
Remember to bring your own sandwich as we
begin to re-acquaint with each other and
plan for the seasons ahead!

The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am to
eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for May, 2021. You are
all welcome to join us!

May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25

LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
Pancake House—185 Capital Ave SW
Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd
LUX Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
THE GOLDEN MAPLES
(a group for 50+)

Wednesday, May 19 at 12:00 noon
Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.
Table game playing will follow!
Bring your own table service, a dish to pass and
your best game face. Be prepared to smile and
laugh a lot!

Congratulations on your engagement!

Jacob Keeler and Chelsea McClish
They will be married on May 29 in Vicksburg.

Making a Way for the KING
of KINGS!
On the first Palm Sunday, those welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem waved
palms--but they also laid their "outer
garments" on the path in front of
the donkey He was riding into the
capital city.
On Palm Sunday 2021, the congregation was invited to bring a gently
used coat or jacket to lay before the altar to "welcome" Jesus into our
service.
A total of 110 "outer garments" was collected. They were taken to
Charitable Union--a local non-profit that makes clothing and household
items available to those in need for no cost.

National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 6, 2021
The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance
held on the first Thursday of May, inviting people of
all faiths to pray for the nation. It was created in 1952
by a joint resolution of the United States Congress,
and signed into law by President Harry S. Truman.
Our Task Force is a privately funded organization
whose purpose is to encourage participation on the
National Day of Prayer. It exists to communicate with every individual the need
for personal repentance and prayer, to create appropriate materials, and to mobilize the Christian community to intercede for America’s leaders and its families. The Task Force represents a Judeo-Christian expression of the national observance, based on our understanding that this country was birthed in prayer
and in reverence for the God of the Bible.

2021 NATIONAL PRAYER FOR AMERICA
Lord, we look up and see the billions of stars
You created, and we praise You. We look
around and see the billions of people You
created in Your image; uniquely, fearfully,
wonderfully, and we thank You. Wrap us in Your
Spirit and unite us in Your family, Lord.
Thank You for loving us first. In Your love for the
whole world, You sent Your Son to save us.
Jesus, in You alone we have abundant and
everlasting life. Thank you for teaching and
leading us to love and live, fruitful, and faithful.
In Your life, death, resurrection, and ascension
You are our Lord, our love, our life, and our
liberty. You came to “bind up the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to captives and
freedom to prisoners.” You have freed us from
the penalty and shame of our sin; free to live
life as You designed and Your destiny
for our Nation.

Spirit search us, convict us, as we repent for
our sin and the sins of America. Please cleanse,
fill, and send us. We rejoice, knowing that Your
forgiveness makes us acceptable and effective
vessels for Your love, life and liberty in our
family, church, education, workplace, military,
government, art, entertainment, and media.
We pray that America will be united in love to
serve You with all our hearts, all our ways, and
all of our days. Unite us to pray, love; to live and
walk by the Spirit. Conform and transform us
as we pray and proclaim, “Now the Lord is the
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.”
We pray this is the name of Jesus, Amen.

Kathy Branzell
President, National Day of Prayer Task Force
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Peace With Justice Sunday
May 30, 2021
In Arizona border towns, communities facing social
challenges are dramatically divided. In Liberian villages, citizens’ human rights are being violated. In
local U.S. communities, women and girls are being
bought and sold against their will.
Moved by Christ’s love to pursue reconciliation and
peace, honoring the dignity of every individual
made in God’s image, The United Methodist Church
is unwilling to turn a blind eye to injustice.
Equipping The United Methodist Church to Do
Justice in Jesus’ Name
When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your
gift makes possible our critical kingdom work in the world. Because you
give:
• Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities
• United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the denomination’s Social Principles to address social-justice issue
• Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sextrafficking at home and abroad
These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are possible because you
give.
Your Giving Makes Possible the Proclamation of Christ’s Peace
In Jesus’ inaugural address, standing in his home synagogue in Nazareth, he
detailed his game plan,
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)
Through your giving good news is proclaimed to—and experienced by—the
poor.
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NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Food Pantry Focus

Crackers and Pantry Staples
This month, the pantry is in need of any
kind of crackers—snack crackers, saltines, oyster. Other items needed and often requested are pantry staples—
ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, salsa,
flour, sugar, cooking oil. Any of these
items are appreciated donations that help
our neighbors feed their families.

Not I, Not You, But We
During each Simply Give campaign, customers are encouraged to purchase a $10 Simply
Give donation card upon
checkout. Once purchased, the
donation is converted into a
Meijer Food-Only Gift Card and donated directly to the local food pantry selected by the store.
Meijer customers shopping online using Meijer pickup or home delivery can
also purchase Simply Give donation cards as an add-on to their orders.
The Simply Give Spring campaign will run through July 3. Meijer will DOUBLE MATCH any cards purchased on Saturday, June 19, effectively tripling
contributions made on that day.
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May 3 Westyn Halsey
May 4 Vivian Wood (93)
May 11 Elizabeth Leeper
May 16 Cheryl Ashley
May 18 Pat Eutsey
May 18 Josslyn Gloetzner
May 19 Rema Whitaker
May 19 Seth Bickford
May 20 Shelby Keeler
May 21 Oaklyn Halsey
May 27 Bruce Phillips
May 29 Cheryl Wynn

June 3 Genie Hamilton
June 7 Caleb Singh
June 11 Lou & Norene Guerra
June 13 Jack & Marji Suggs
June 16 Keith & Danielle Eichholz
June 18 Dave Knockemus
June 22 Robin Halsey
June 24 Vipin Singh
June 27 Paula Hawkins
June 28 Dee Knapp
June 30 Rick Jones

Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

Sunday Worship Times
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

