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Message from the Pastor…

April 2021

There is an eerie similarity between our Lord’s week of Passion and the past year of our
lives.
Jesus endured a week of incredible “highs” and “lows”. The celebratory crowds of Palm
Sunday waved palm branches and adorned His route into Jerusalem with the branches,
their cloaks and aprons while they
cheered Him as their conquering hero.
They knew He would give them victory
over the Romans.
For the next four days, our Lord began
to hone His lessons for His disciples.
Things He had already been trying to
teach them took on a whole new emphasis.
In John’s gospel, He began to talk about His death…
He taught them about serving others by washing their feet…
He warned them about a betrayer and predicted Peter’s denial…
He reminded them that He was preparing a place for them…and
that God would comfort them with the Holy Spirit…
He underscored they had to hold tight to Him (as tight as
branches to the vine) even as the world turned against
them…
And He prayed for them…and for us…and for the
world.
Then, He was betrayed, beaten, and crucified…
We approached the spring equinox last year with our annual sense of
anticipation. Winter would soon be in the rearview mirror. The days
would be warm and longer…we would be busy with family and
friends…with yard chores and graduations…with LIFE!

eager

Then Covid-19 hit—and we found ourselves talking about death…
We learned to serve others—with grocery runs…food
drops…telephone calls…porch visits…notes and blogs of enPage 2

couragement and positivity…
We prepared ourselves for the predicted onslaught of the pandemic…
we looked for comfort on every hand (in a promised vaccine and in toilet paper!)
We began to hold tight to one another as it seemed the entire
world was disintegrating around us…
And we prayed—oh, how we prayed!! For each other…
for ourselves…for the world.
We, too, have felt betrayed…beaten…even
“buried” by the onslaught of the pandemic…the
aftermath of angry riots…the divisiveness of a
contentious election season.
Our Lord was placed in a borrowed grave—waiting
for the power of God to move over the angry sinful
spirit of murder and deception and misunderstanding that put Him there…waiting for the stone of disbelief to be rolled away…waiting for the dawn of
Easter morning.
We have been “buried”, too—entombed by fear and anger…closed off from the world
by despair and hopelessness…waiting for the dawn of “normal”.
A recently read quote sums up what we are feeling—“There’s something about THIS
spring that feels like a rebirth we’ve never felt before.”
I know what it is. It’s called “RESURRECTION” ! !

Watching for the miracle,

Rev. Linda
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Sunday
Worship
Helpers
Greeter & Liturgists
These are still on hold because of the
Coronavirus danger that is
still present in the community. We are hopeful that
these ministries
can return soon!

Ushers
We are thankful for
the volunteers that
step in to help each
week!

Flowers
To sponsor flowers on the altar, sign
the Flowers chart in the downstairs
Masks
parlor or call the office.
Thank you to our sew-ers for keepYour check for $2000
ing our mask supply available. If you
should be written to Maple
need a mask when you arrive, there
Women’s Support Group.
is a nice assortment!
ATTN: BREW CREW
We have resumed After Church Fellowship (a.k.a. Coffee Hour) following church services. There is no food
served during this time, only coffee. The sign-up sheet
is next to the kitchen, so take a moment to consider
which Sunday you would like to help. Please keep social distancing in mind as you re-acquaint with your
Maple family!
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Meijer Simply Give
During each Simply Give campaign, customers are encouraged to purchase a $10 Simply Give donation card upon
checkout. Once purchased, the donation is converted into a
Meijer Food-Only Gift Card and donated directly to the local
food pantry selected by the store. The NE Food Pantry is
sponsored by the Meijer store on Beckley Rd.
The Simply Give Winter campaign will run through April 10,
with a Double Match day on April 3.

Instead of determining what food to donate to our food pantry partners, the Simply Give program allows them the flexibility to choose the grocery
items best suited for the families they serve in their communities.

The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am to
eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for April.
You are all welcome to join us!

April 6 Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd
April 13 Lux Café—2587 Capital Ave SW
April 20 Pancake House—185 Capital Ave SW
April 27 Denny’s—4785 Beckley Rd

THE GOLDEN MAPLES
(a group for 50+)

Wednesday, April 21 at 12:00 noon
Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.
Table game playing will follow!
Bring your own table service, a dish to pass and your
best game face. Be prepared to smile and laugh a lot!

Community Good
Friday Service
An outdoor Good Friday service is being planned for the community of Battle Creek in the parking lot of St.
Thomas Episcopal (16 VanBuren St).
Weather permitting, we will gather in
the parking lot of St. Thomas Friday,
April 2 at 12:00 noon.

God refuses to give up, and we who are enlisted to be fellowworkers with God know that the only reason we continue is
that death did not have the last word; that Good Friday was
not the end of the story.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, from his book In God’s Hands

Native American Sunday
April 18, 2021
Many of us might not know very much
when it comes to discussing Native American Ministries Sunday, a Special Sunday coming up in April. But, the important thing to understand is that we can
choose a different path than that which our
history depicts with the Native American People. The United Methodist
Church, Native and non-Native, are working together to create a new history. One that respects the culture, and loves God.

Get Your NEW Directory
Hot off the press is the updated address and
phone directory. If you haven’t gotten your copy
yet, contact the office (269/964-1252) and we will
get one to you as quickly as possible.

Lynn Miller
Heritage Assisted Living
14420 Helmer Rd S #206
Battle Creek, MI 49015

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR DIRECTORY

Thank you for all the
birthday cards!
Jennifer McDonald
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Methodists Believe
In the Discipline of the United Methodist Church there are
Twenty-five Articles of Religion which have been a part of
Methodism from its beginning. They were derived from
the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England and
have their roots deep in the experience and beliefs of the
Christians of many centuries.
Particularly appropriate at Eastertime are Articles II and
III. They are presented here word for word, but arranged
in line and in style for easy reading and better understanding.
Article II
Of the Word, or Son of God, who was
made very Man
The Son,
who is the Word of the Father,
the very and eternal God,
of one substance with the Father,
took man’s nature
in the womb of the blessed Virgin;
so that
two whole and perfect natures,
that is to say,
the Godhead and Manhood,
were joined in one person,
never to be divided;
whereof is one Christ,
very God, and very Man,
who truly suffered,
was crucified,
dead, and buried,
to reconcile his Father to us,
and to be a sacrifice,
not only for original guilt,
but also for the actual sins of man.

Article III
Of the Resurrection of Christ
Christ did truly rise again from the dead,
and took again his body,
with all things appertaining to
the perfection of man’s nature,
werewith
he ascended into heaven;
and there
sitteth until he return
to judge all men at the last day.
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NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Monthly Food Pantry Focus
Cereal and Jelly

appreciated.

The pantry began giving peanut butter and
jelly as a combination in November, because the supply was ample and who doesn’t
love a PB & J sandwich? Now, the supply is
low and the Food Bank will charge us for
jelly. So, we are relying on our friends to
donate! While grape and strawberry are
the most popular flavors, any jam or jelly is

Cereal disappears quickly with the high demand and
the number of families that come to the pantry. Any
flavor, any brand, any amount is helpful.
As always, paper products and other personal toiletry
items are welcome donations.

The NE Food Pantry has recently increased the number of times a family can
receive a box of food. Previously, patrons
could only request once a month. Now,
they can access every two weeks. A helping hand during a time of need.
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8:00am
Breakfast
Buddies—
Denny’s

6

2
GOOD FRIDAY
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3
Meijer
Simply Give
Double Day
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11:00am NA
Meijer
Simply Give
Ends

11:00 Worship
EASTER SUNDAY
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9:30am Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
with Communion
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9:30am Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
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9:30am Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
NATIVE
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SUNDAY
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8:00am
Breakfast
Buddies—
Lux Cafe
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8:00am
Breakfast
Buddies—
Pancake
House
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8:00am
Breakfast
Buddies—
Denny’s

21
12:00pm
Golden
Maples

15

10:00am
Finance Team
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16
9:00
am

Newsletter
Deadline

23

17

10:00am
Leadership
Team

24
11:00am NA

7:00pm Amateur
Radio Society

28
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April 4
April 12
April 13
April 16
April 20
April 21
April 28

Pat Brockwell
Stacy Caballero
Sushil Singh
Richard & Cheryl Ashley
Brenda Kirk
M.J. Cunnington
Jose Caballero

May 3 Westyn Halsey
May 4 Vivian Wood (93)
May 11 Elizabeth Leeper
May 16 Cheryl Ashley
May 18 Pat Eutsey
May 18 Josslyn Gloetzner
May 19 Rema Whitaker
May 19 Seth Bickford
May 20 Shelby Keeler
May 21 Oaklyn Halsey
May 27 Bruce Phillips
May 29 Cheryl Wynn

Maple United Methodist Church
342 Capital Ave. NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

Visit us at mapleumc.org

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING

Pastor: Rev. Linda Stoddard
Church Phone: (269) 964-1252
Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com
Church Website: mapleumc.org
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-Noon

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Maple United
Methodist Church is to be
deeply rooted in Christ; our
branches reaching out to our
neighbors, bearing fruit in all
seasons, and giving all praise
and glory to God.

Sunday Worship Times
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

