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Message from the Pastor…            November 2018 
 

ñSavor the small things!ò 

 The thought popped into my head as I stepped out of the shower this 

morning. I’d been thinking about what to write for this month’s page, and 

suddenly, there it was. 

 It seemed somehow appropriate for this month of Thanksgiving. As I 

allowed my mind to consider what it might mean, I remembered a family 

gathering around the turkey-and-trimmings laden table many years ago.  

 Dad, in his attempt to include everyone in the celebration, suggested 

we each offer a single sentence prayer of something we were thankful for. 

The usual “big” things were mentioned—family, health, food, freedom. 

When the moment arrived for my sister’s father-in-law to speak, there was 

silence…a long uncomfortable silence. Junior struggled to come up with 

something that had not already been mentioned. Fi-

nally, he blurted out, “Thank God, I’m not a turkey!” 

 Every Thanksgiving, our family remembers his 

infamous “prayer”. It popped into my head this morn-

ing as I contemplated the thought--ñSavor the 

small things!ò 
 

 We have a tendency, especially at Thanksgiving 

time, to give thanks to God for the “BIG” stuff in our 

lives. But, perhaps we need to begin to savor the 

“small” things and give thanks for those things. 

Snuggling down in a warm bed after a day raking leaves on a crispy fall 

day… 

The opportunity to go into a store and select a favorite food item 

where shelves are overflowing with choices… 

The chance to speak our minds at the polls, or at church, or on 

Facebook… 

Opening a bar of soap that brings back memories of a gift 

shop amid the towering peaks of the Grand Tetons… 



Opening a card or a text from a friend that simply 

says, “Thinking of you today…” 

      Even being thankful we aren’t a turkey! 
 

 It’s easy to give thanks for the “BIG” things—but it is in giving thanks 

for the “little” things that helps us to cultivate an “attitude of gratitude” 

every day. And that “attitude of gratitude” will spill over into all our daily 

activities.  

 It will make us more aware of the world (and the people) around us.  

It will help us to be more patient…more understanding…more 

forgiving.  

   It will cause us to praise more and complain less.  

    It will make us easier to live with! 
 

 So, I challenge you this month to 

ñSavor the small things!ò  God gives us 

those as well. And the small things make 

the BIG things even sweeter. 

 

Thankfully yours, 

Rev. Linda 

 

 

The Boys of Maple would like to thank all of the 
people who helped with the Chicken Pot Pie 
Luncheon. Without all of the help, the luncheon 
would not have been possible. We would also like 
to thank the people who donated. With your help, 
we raised $1,286 , which will be used toward th 
urgent repairs to the building.  



Greeters 

Liturgists 

November 4 Jean Brown 

November 11 Dave Knockemus 

November 18 Marji Suggs 

November 25  

Monthly Ushers 
 

The Bickford Family 

The Keeler Family 

Brew Crew 
 

 

Flowers 
 

We are currently searching for a new 

vendor for the altar flowers. If you 

would like flowers during the month 

of November, please call the office. 

Thank you for your patience! 
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November 4 Lyle & Jill Mason 

November 11 Cheryl Ashley & 

Shirley Paulson 

November 18 Jeanette Barve 

November 25 Mary Vanderwall 

Directory Update  
 

Wayne Wood 

The Oaks 

706 North Ave #200 

Battle Creek, MI 49017 

November 4 Ronna Jones 

November 11 Cheryl Ashley, 

Shirley Paulson & 

Mary Vanderwall 

November 18 Mary Hoffman 

November 25 Indian Luncheon 



The ´Breakfast Buddiesµ meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am to 

eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for  November.  You are all 

welcome to join us! 

November  6 Griffin Pub̧ 38 W Michigan Ave  

November 13 LUX CafĊ¸2587 Capital Ave SW  

November 20 Home Spuņ210 E Columbia Ave 

November 27 Pancake House¸185 Capital Ave SW 

Maple UMC Womenôs Support Group 

Tuesday, November 13 

12:00  noon  

Fellowship Hall.  
 

The hostess this month is Alyce Egelkraut. Bring a sandwich for 

lunch as drinks and sides are provided by the hostess. November is 

the time for elections so we will be voting on next year’s officers. 

If you want to participate with us in this ministry, contact Jill Ma-

son or join us for the meeting! Women of all ages are welcome. 

THE GOLDEN MAPLES 
(a fun - loving group for 50+)  

 

Wednesday, November 21,  12:00 noon  
Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.  

Table game playing will follow!  
 

Bring your own table service, a dish to pass, 
your favorite board game and your best game 

face . 
 

Be prepared to smile and laugh a lot!  



Weõll be gathering to decorate the church 
for the Advent season on Saturday, Dec. 1 
(probably early afternoonñstay tuned!)  

Our Sunday morning worship 

moves smoothly with the help of 

many volunteers. They are our 

greeters, ushers, and liturgists 

(worship leaders). The 2019 sched-

ule will be available in December. If 

you wish to continue to serve in one 

of these areas or wish to join , 

please contact Marilyn Stoddard. 

We need 5+ folks each week to fill 

our calendar.  

Calling all  
Worship 
Helpers  

 
 (Present and  Future)  

Sunday,  
November 4  





THE SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN YOUNG MARINES 
 

WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO A VETERANS DINNER 
 

Date:   Wednesday, November 14, 2018 

Time:   5:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Location:  Maple United Methodist Church 
342 Capital Ave NE 
Battle Creek, MI 49017 

Cost:    ***Our Thanks to you the Veteran*** 
 

 

RSVP - Leanna Miller-Ferguson (530) 864-5265 by Nov. 10, 2018 
 

Please come and join us for an evening of good food and friends.  

The Menu
 

 Lasagna and Chicken Alfredo

 

Garden and Cesar Salad

 
Garlic Bread

 Assorted Dessert

 Drinks 

We are currently collecting used batteries  and 

light bulbs for recycling. The boxes for these 

items is under the coat rack in the foyer of 

the church . The contact person for this project 

is Sandi Christie (616/291 -9161) . 



Monthly Food Pantry Focus  

YOUR CHOICE!! 
 

We are asking you to think of the Food Pantry 

during your holiday grocery shopping. If you see 

something on sale (or Buy -One-Get-One), please 

pick up an extra one for your neighborhood pan-

try. Below is a list of items that are included in 

each bag given to those in need. Feel free to get 

anything on the list. Thank you!!  

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Suggested Items 
 

These are given to every Food Pantry patron: Canned Fruit, Canned 

Meat (2), Canned Vegetables (2), Canned Soup, Box of Cereal, Maca-

roni & Cheese, Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Peanut Butter, Saltine Crack-

ers. 
 

These are personal items that are given when available: Bar Soap, 

Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Paper Towels, Toilet Paper. 
 

These are other essential items that are given when available: Jars of 

Baby Food, Healthy Kidõs Snacks, Ketchup, Mayonnaise, Mustard, In-

stant Potatoes or Rice, Gravy. 

A NEW FREEZER! 
The food pantry was the recipient of a new freezer 

donation by the Michigan Food Bank. There were 

only a few given in this area, and pantry staff are 

grateful for this gift! Now, they can consolidate the 

frozen food into one large commercial -size freezer!! 



November   1  Jean Brown 

November   1  Steve Datema 

November   9  Ed & Tina Bickford 

November 10  Carol Daniel 

November 11  Dick & Veroneze Strader 

November 15  Mildred Singh 

November 17  Marilyn Stoddard 

November 19  Adam Schulte 

November 20  Nicole Riggs 

November 21  McKensie Themm 

November 21  Dick Strader 

November 25  Ron Skidmore 

November 30  Cecil (Monty) Singh 



November 2018  

9:00am Volun-

teers 

@ Salvation 

       

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

9:00am—

3:00pm District 

Conference @ 

1st UMC 

 

11:00am   NA 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

ALL SAINTS 

SUNDAY 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

with Communion 

9:00am  

Volunteers at 

Salvation 

Army 

11:00am Finance 

Team 

Maple UMC  

10:00am 

Leadership 

Team 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Griffin Pub 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Lux Café  

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Homespun 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Pancake 

House 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

STUDENT DAY 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

VETERANS 

DAY 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

THANKSGIVING 

SUNDAY 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

11:00am   NA 
12:00 pm 

Golden  

Maples 

12:00pm 

Women’s  

Support Group 

October 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

December 
S M T W Th F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

ELECTION 

DAY 

5:00pm Vet-

eran’s Dinner 

(sponsored 

by Young 

Marines) 
7:00pm Amateur 

Radio Society 



Maple United Methodist Church 
342 Capital Ave. NE 

Battle Creek, MI 49017 
 

Visit us at mapleumc.org 

Pastor:  Rev. Linda Stoddard 
 

Church Phone: (269) 964-1252 
 

Church Fax:  (269) 964-3121 
 

Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com 
 

Church Website:  mapleumc.org 
 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:00 a.m.-Noon  

VISION STATEMENT 

The vision of Maple United  

Methodist Church is to be   

deeply rooted in Christ; our 

branches reaching out to our 

neighbors, bearing fruit in 

all seasons, and giving all 

praise and glory to God. 

  Sunday Worship Times 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

REMEMBER  
turn your clocks back  

before bedtime  
Saturday, November 3  

(Daylight saving time ends at 2:00am)  
 

(unless you want to join us for Sunday School!!) 


