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Message from the Pastor… 
 

 

 
April 2018 

 
 I was asked last week if I ever think about dying. Well, of course I 
do—especially right after I’ve held a celebration of life service for a mem-
ber of the church. I was then asked, “Does it make you afraid?”  

I thought for a moment, and then answered quite honestly—
“Sometimes.” The conversation didn’t progress beyond that point—yet. 
But it got my mind working again—and my imagination. 

What will it be like to no longer wake up wondering if the sun will 
rise—or if it will rain or snow? What will I do if I don’t have to go to work 
(some would call that “retirement”)…or cook breakfast…or even brush my 
teeth? What will it feel like to not know what time it is—or even NEED to 
know? 

What will it be like to no longer hear about acts of violence on the 
innocent or see the sins (and faces) of the perpetrators paraded in front of 
us?  
 

“I CAN ONLY IMAGINE…” 
 

I’ve just come from seeing an incredi-
ble film—the story of Bart Millard, the man 
behind the writing of the Grammy award win-
ning song, “I Can Only Imagine”. And it has 
sparked a lot of thoughts in my overworked 
brain about imagination and the role it plays 
in our lives. 

 
Can you imagine…what it will be like to no longer struggle with the is-
sues of illness, pain, suffering, or the thought of death? 

Can you imagine…what it will be like to no longer struggle with de-
pression, anxiety, fear, guilt, or anger? 

Can you imagine…no longer feeling worthless…or hopeless…
or lost? 

Can you imagine…going to the grave of a loved one…and 
finding it…EMPTY? 

(Continued on the next page) 
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 That’s what Jesus’ disciples faced on that first Easter morning, and 
their minds and imaginations just couldn’t take it in. 

That’s what the Jewish religious leaders had to face when the 
guards came racing into the Council chambers to tell them that a 
dead Man had come back to life. 

That’s what the world has struggled to come to grips with for 
over two thousand YEARS. 

It’s what our twenty-first century world desperately needs to 
see…and hear…and believe. 

 
 Sometimes, I can’t wrap my head 
around it either. It seems too incredulous…
too impossible to believe. And yet, is it? We 
have the testimony of hundreds who saw Je-
sus after His resurrection. We have the silent 
testimony of millions upon millions of 
changed lives…and yet we (like the first dis-
ciples) still question the empty tomb. 
 
 This Easter, I invite you to allow your 
mind to slip into “imagination” mode for a few 
moments and try to imagine that first Easter 
morning…the fresh dew on the flowers and 
grass…the birds cheerily greeting the rising 
sun…the empty tomb…the risen Lord Jesus 
standing before you inviting you to come—
touch His nail-scarred hands…. 

 
CAN YOU ONLY IMAGINE…? 

 
In Easter love and joy, 

Rev. Linda 

 



Greeters 

Liturgists 

April 1 Carol Knockemus 

April 8 Stacy Caballero 

April 15 Marilyn Stoddard 

April 22 Barb Auble 

April 29 Jill Mason 

April 1 Marilyn Stoddard 

April 8 Henry & Jean Brown 

April 15 Knockemus & 

Gloetzner families 

April 22 Mary Vanderwall 

April 29 Marji Suggs 

Monthly Ushers 
 

Ronna Jones 

Dave Knockemus 

Sushil Singh 

Vipin Singh 

Brew Crew 
 

To participate in  this 

hospitality ministry, con-

tact the office or sign up 

on the list by the kitchen. 

Tastes from India 
 

On April 8, the Singh family will 

present us with an assortment of au-

thentic Indian food. Please join us to 

celebrate their heritage with them! 

Sunday  

Worship  

Helpers 

Flowers 
 

The Flower sponsor chart is located in the downstairs parlor. Check 

for $1500 should be written to Maple Women’s Support Group. 



Maple continues with its strong commitment to Outreach in our community & 

beyond. The area Methodist Connections group is exploring some additional out-

reach actions that we are encouraged to participate in. As those become clear you 

will be informed of the opportunity.   

  

A future opportunity is available to us as a mission experience in September when 

a group from this area will spend a week working at Sager Brown, the UMCOR 

depot in Baldwin, Louisiana. I can get info to you on this if you are interested.  

 

The next Maple generated event will be the April Share dinner which is April 

28th. Our Free Store items will be socks & bar soap. There are many ways that 

you can support these events. Please consider how you will participate. 

Thank you,                        . 

Ronna Jones, Outreach Chair 

OUTREACH 

OPPORTUNITIES  

B́lessed are the Peacemakersµ is a high calling. How do peacemakers practice the Good News of 
Jesus Christ in their congregations polarized by partisan politics? How can laity and pastors get 
the Gospel heard, believed, and lived? 

Saturday, April 14, 2018  

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 

University United Methodist Church  
1120 South Harrison Road, East Lansing  

 
$35 per person at the door. Cash or check only, 

please. Make checks payable to ´Keep Making 

Peace.µ 

 
Coffee, juice, etc. at 9:00 and a vegetarian lunch 

are included.  



During the month of April, the mission focus for Maple 
United Methodist is Equal Exchange. This is a Co-op of 
small farmers throughout the world that provides deli-
cious organic coffee, tea, chocolate and other foods that 
make a difference in their communities, our community 
and the world. Maple UMC supports this mission by us-
ing coffee grown by the farmers in this Co-op. We also 
have coffee and tea for sale. Contact Ronna Jones. 



The ´Breakfast Buddiesµ meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am to 

eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for  January.  You are all 

welcome to join us! 

April   3 Bob Evanş5421 Beckley Rd 

April 10 Griffin Pub̧ 38 W Michigan Ave  

April 17 LUX CafĊ¸2587 Capital Ave SW  

April 24 Home Spuņ210 E Columbia Ave 

Adult Sunday School  
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Monthly Food Pantry Focus  
Toilet Paper & Bar Soap  

 

These are items that cannot be gotten at the Food 

Bank, but are a necessity for every family. Other 

paper products and personal toiletry items 

are always welcome donations, too.  

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Keep bringing in those Family Fare receipts 

to the church. We are only 4,000 away from 

the $1,000 donation from Spartan for the 

Direct Your Dollars campaign.  

SHARE Dinner  
and FREE Store 

April 28th 4:30ñ7:00 p.m. 

Contact Ronna Jones (269/962-2703) if you 
would like to help. 

The focus for the FREE Store at this dinner 
will be socks and bars of soap. 



 

 Since breaking my leg in two places, in May, and then breaking my hip in 
November, the road back has been painful and depressing, at times. But with your 
prayers and cards, I feel very blessed to have my Maple family caring about me all 
the way. 
 A fond thank you for the many cards of well wishes, calls, and dishes of food. 
It was all received with happy thoughts of those who have remained dedicated to Ma-
ple, ´the little church that could.µ 
 A thank you, also, to the four friends who brought lunch and stayed a while to 
visit. It was a very nice, gesture, which I will remember always, 
        Love, 
        Norene Fox-Guerra 

Thank you for all my birthday cards. 

Jennifer McDonald 

Thank you for all the calls and cards 

during this difficult time. I really appre-

ciate them.  

Jean Brown  

Women³s Support Group 
 

Tuesday, April 10 12:00 noon  
 

Come to join us for lunch as we gather in 

fellowship. Bring a sandwich and yourself! 

Drinks and sides will be provided by the 

hostesses for this month, Cheryl Wynn and 

Mary Vanderwall.  



April   4  Pat Brockwell 

April 12  Stacy Caballero 

April 13  Sushil Singh 

April 16  Richard & Cheryl Ashley 

April 17  Marian Miller 

April 20  Brenda Kirk 

April 21  M.J. Cunnington 

April 28  Jose Caballero 

April 29  Elaine Knox (93) 

April 30  Joe Spidle 

 

May   2  Erikah Barney 

May   2  Mya Barney 

May   2  Immanuel & Amy Singh 

May   3  Westyn Halsey 

May   4  Vivian Wood (90) 

May 11  Elizabeth Leeper 

May 15  Wayne & Vivian Wood 

May 16  Cheryl Ashley 

May 18  Josslyn Gloetzner 

May 19  Rema Whitaker 

May 19  Seth Bickford 

May 20  Shelby Keeler 

May 20  Ken Parsons 

May 26  Art & Lois Mabus 

May 28  Cheryl Wynn 



9:00am 

Volunteers 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

11:00am   NA 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

9:30am Easter 

Brunch 

11:00am EASTER 

Worship  

9:00am  

Volunteers at 

Salvation 

Army 

7:00pm Amateur 

Radio Society 

11:00am Finance 

Team 

Maple  UMC 

9:00am 

Dream Team 

10:15am 

Leadership 

Team 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Bob Evans 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Griffin Pub 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Lux Cafe 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Homespun 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

with Communion 

12:00 Indian 

Luncheon 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

7:00pm Amateur 

Radio Society 

11:00am   NA 

12:00pm 

Women’s  

Support Group 

12:00pm 

Golden  

Maples 

March 2018 
Su M Tu W Th Fr Sa

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

May 2018 
Su M Tu W Th Fr Sa

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

2018 

NATIVE 

AMERICAN 

SUNDAY 



Maple United Methodist Church 
342 Capital Ave. NE 

Battle Creek, MI 49017 
 

Visit us at mapleumc.org 

Pastor:  Rev. Linda Stoddard 
 

Church Phone: (269) 964-1252 
 

Church Fax:  (269) 964-3121 
 

Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com 
 

Church Website:  mapleumc.org 
 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:00 a.m.-Noon

  

VISION STATEMENT 

The vision of Maple United 

Methodist Church is to be deeply 

rooted in Christ;  

our branches reaching out to our 

neighbors, bearing fruit in all 

seasons, and giving all praise and 

glory to God. 

  Sunday Worship Times 

  9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 


