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 How is your HOPE?  Does it bounce back after being 
hit?  Does it cause you to doubt when you lose it in a difficult 
or distressing situation? 
 God knows that we all struggle with finding and holding 

onto HOPE. When you are facing tests of faith, even the strongest of Christian 
can find it a challenge to find and hold onto it.  
 During 2019, our focus word for the year will be HOPE.  
  On the first Sunday of nearly every month, we’ll be talking about HOPE…    
   We’ll be creating a HOPE garden… 
    We’re having a HOPE potluck… 
 
 There is no question but what our world is struggling to find HOPE. Despair, 
anger, frustration, discouragement seems to permeate our news. There are a few 
rays of HOPE—thankfully, Lester Holt and others attempt to end their newscasts 
with an encouraging or inspiring story of some kind. But, I’m often reminded of a 
song made popular by Anne Murray. The refrain contains this haunting line—
“Sure could use a little ‘good news’ today”. 
 
 One of our goals as a church is to create an atmos-
phere of HOPE that will bring others into our fellowship 
to learn about and discover a relationship with the 
source of our HOPE—Jesus the Christ. As Christians, 
people look to us for encouragement, inspiration, and 
yes, HOPE!  Truthfully speaking, where else in the 
world can we turn for a little bit of hope in the despair 
…light in the darkness…and forgiveness amidst the 
condemnation? 
 
 As far back as the prophet Isaiah, we read— 
 

THE PEOPLE WALKING IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT 
LIGHT; ON THOSE LIVING IN THE LAND OF THE SHADOW OF 
DEATH, A LIGHT HAS DAWNED. (Isaiah 9:2) 

 
 
 Jesus told His followers (including us)— 
 



YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD. A CITY ON A HILL CAN-
NOT BE HIDDEN….LET YOUR 
LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN, 
THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR 
GOOD DEEDS AND PRAISE 
YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN. 
(Matthew 5:14,16) 

 
 Our world today is surely looking for 
that light in the darkness…that life in the face of death and destruction…that 
HOPE in the midst of conflict and turmoil, hatred and anger. We are called to 
BE that HOPE for others. We can’t do it alone…we need one another for en-
couragement and strength. And we need to cling closely to Jesus—our Rock 
and our HOPE in the swirling seas of change. 
 
 From the psalmist--- 
 

WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE 
YOU DISQUIETED WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL 
AGAIN PRAISE HIM. (Psalm 42:5 RSV) 

 
With HOPE in 2019, 

Rev. Linda 

MEMBERSHIP, ANYONE? 
 

A couple of people have asked about 

joining the church. The Pastor is 

hoping to receive new members dur-

ing the month of January or Febru-

ary. If you are interested in 

“officially” becoming a member of 

Maple UMC, please let Rev. Linda 

know. 



Greeters 

Liturgists 

January 6 Barb Auble 

January 13 Jill Mason 

January 20 Pat Eutsey 

January 27 Mary Terry 

Monthly Ushers 
 

 

Ray Burdge 

Otis Moore 

Mary Terry 

Brew Crew 
 

To participate in  this 

hospitality ministry, 

contact the office or 

sign up on the list by 

the kitchen. 

Sunday Worship  

Helpers 

Flowers 
 

We have recently changed the provider of our altar flowers to Greensmith 

Florists. If you would like to sponsor the flowers for any week during the 

year, look at the flower chart that is located in the downstairs parlor. When 

you sign up, please provide the information for the office and include your 

check for $2000
 written to Maple Women’s Support Group. 

January 6 Mary Vanderwall 

January 13 Lyle & Jill Mason 

January 20 Elmer & Alyce 

Egelkraut 

January 27 Cheryl Ashley & 

Shirley Paulson 



“HOPE GARDEN” 
 

During Coffee Fellowship (and other gatherings in the Social Hall), 

you’ll have an opportunity to help us add to our “Hope 

Garden”.  Take a stone—pick up a Magic Marker and 

print a word or message of hope—leave it on the table.  

As our “collection” grows, it will become part of a larger 

display during Lent and the Easter season. 

 

Not sure what to say???  Pick a word that 

means “hope” to you—God, faith, family, 

love, trust… 

Sunday School Group Study 
 

The next book that we will be reading is  
Twelve Ordinary Men: How the Master Shaped His Disci-
ples for Greatness, and What He Wants to Do with You 
  
by John MacArthur.   
 

These books are available in the Babcock Room. Everyone is 
invited to come to our discussions on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. 
 

Who were these men? They weren’t saints. They weren’t scholars. 
They weren’t even religious sages. What is most amazing about 

the disciples is that Jesus ever selected them at all: among them, a handful of common 
fishermen, a hated tax collector, and an impulsive political zealot. When you take a fresh 
look at the disciples, you’ll be faced with a stunning fact: The men the Savior chose were 
ordinary. Hopelessly human. Remarkably unremarkable. But they were available to the 
Master’s call. And, under Jesus’ teaching and touch, they became a force that forever 
changed the world. 



The “Breakfast Buddies” meet for breakfast every Tuesday at 8:30am to 

eat and laugh. Here are the dates and locations for January.  You are all 

welcome to join us! 

January   1 Firekeepers Casino— meet in the casino lobby 

January   8 Home Spun—210 E Columbia Ave 

January 15 Pancake House—185 Capital Ave SW 

January 22 Bob Evans—5421 Beckley Rd 

January 29  Griffin Pub—38 W Michigan Ave  

THE GOLDEN MAPLES 
(a group for 50+) 

 

Wednesday, January 16 12:00 noon 
Potluck lunch in the fellowship hall.  

Table game playing will follow! 
 

Bring your own table service, a dish to pass ,your 

favorite board game and your best game face. 
 

Be prepared to smile and laugh a lot! 

Maple UMC Women’s Support Group 

Tuesday, January 8 

12:00  noon  

Fellowship Hall.  
 

The hostess this month is Lois Mabus. Bring a sandwich 

for lunch as drinks and sides are provided by the hostess. 

Women of all ages are welcome. 



SHARE Dinner and FREE Store  
 

The quarterly SHARE Dinner will be on Saturday, January 26 from 4:00 ñ

6:30 p.m. There will be transportation available from the SHARE Center to 

and from the Church during that time. The community is invited to this din-

ner as we òshareó with everyone! 

 

For the FREE Store, we are collecting Hats and 

Gloves on the tree in the lobby. All other cold -

weather items can be donated as well in the 

marked containers by the coat rack.  

 

If you wish to help be a part of this event by 

donating food or for helping with set up, serv-

ing or clean up, please contact Ronna Jones at 

(269) 962 -2703.  

 Thank you all for your condolences, support and pray-
ers for me and my family after the unexpected death of 
my mother. The love and sympathy as well as the advice 
and understanding have helped more than you know. I am 
so grateful for the family of Maple.  

Laurie Lotter  



The Challenge  

(should you choose  

to accept ité) 
 

January is a time of 

new beginnings ña 

time to develop new 

and good habits. One 

good habit to start is 

daily reading the Bible. Here is 

the beginning of a reading plan 

that will take the full year to com-

plete. You are hereby chal-

lenged! Call or e -mail the office if 

you accept the challenge and we 

will help you for the rest of the 

year.  

January Bible Plan  

Date  Old Testament  New Testament  P 

1 Genesis 1 -3 Romans 1   

2 Genesis 4 -6 Romans 2   

3 Genesis 7 -9 Romans 3   

4 Genesis 10 -12 Romans 4   

5 Genesis 13 -15 Romans 5   

6 Genesis 16 -17 Romans 6   

7 Genesis 18 -19 Romans 7   

8 Genesis 20 -22 Romans 8:1 -21  

9 Genesis 23 -24 Romans 8:22 -39  

10 Genesis 25 -26 Romans 9:1 -15  

11 Genesis 27 -28 Romans 9:16 -33  

12 Genesis 29 -30 Romans 10   

13 Genesis 31 -32 Romans 11:1 -18  

14 Genesis 33 -35 Romans  1:19 -36  

15 Genesis 36 -38 Romans 12   

16 Genesis 39 -40 Romans 13   

17 Genesis 41 -42 Romans 14   

18 Genesis 43 -45 Romans 15:1 -13  

19 Genesis 46 -48 Romans 15:14 -33  

20 Genesis 49 -50 Romans 16   

21 Isaiah 1 -2 Mark 1:1 -22  

22 Isaiah 3 -4 Mark 1:23 -45  

23 Isaiah 5 -6 Mark 2   

24 Isaiah 7 -8 Mark 3:1 -19  

25 Isaiah 9 -10 Mark 3:20 -35  

26 Isaiah 11 -13 Mark 4:1 -20  

27 Isaiah 14 -16 Mark 4:21 -41  

28 Isaiah 17 -19 Mark 5:21 -43  

29 Isaiah 20 -22 Mark 5:21 -43  

30 Isaiah 23 -24 Mark 6:1 -29  

31 Isaiah 26 -27 Mark 6:30 -56  



Monthly Food Pantry Focus  
Bar Soap and Toilet Paper  

 

The food pantry was overwhelmingly blessed by the donations in 

December to fill the shelves! This month, our focus will be on the 

hygiene side of the pantry. Remember, these items 

are not available from the Food Bank, so we rely on 

your donations for toilet paper and bar soap. 

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Family Fare receipts information  
 

For every $150,000  of Family Fare   Direct Your Dollar receipts that are 
collected on Family Fare food, gas and pharmacy receipts, they will give 

$1,000 for use by the Pantry. The program 
requires us to submit FULL RE-
CEIPTS to be a qualified purchase ñ
partial and/or cut -off receipts will 
not be included in our total. Please mail 
or drop off your FULL ORIGINAL receipts to 
the church or:  
 

Northeast Neighborhood Food Pantry  
342 Capital Ave N.E.  

Battle Creek, MI 49017  

FULL RECEIPT 

REQUIRED 

Prayer is a spiritual  

  exercise.  

Are you in shape?  



January Birthdays  
January 11  Jacob Gloetzner 

January 11  Ashish (Paul) Singh 
January 19  Karolee Taulbee 
January 24  Virginia Hensley 

January 26  Otis Moore 
January 28  Cameron Williams 

January 16   
Ray & Kathryn Burdge 



January 2019  

9:00am Volun-

teers 

@ Salvation 

       

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

11:00am   NA 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

HOPE SUNDAY 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

with Communion 

12:00pm Potluck 

9:00am  

Volunteers at 

Salvation 

Army 

7:00pm Amateur 

Radio Society 

11:00am Finance 

Team 

Maple UMC  

10:00am 

Leadership 

Team 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Homespun 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Pancake 

House 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Bob Evans 

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Griffin Pub 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

PEACE  

WITH JUSTICE 

SUNDAY 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

11:00am Worship 

11:00am   NA 

12:00 pm 

Golden  

Maples 

12:00pm 

Women’s  

Support Group 

December 2018 
       

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

February 2019 
       

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

8:30am 

Breakfast 

Buddies—

Firekeepers 

Casino (meet 

in lobby) 



Maple United Methodist Church 
342 Capital Ave. NE 

Battle Creek, MI 49017 
 

Visit us at mapleumc.org 

 

 

LABEL AREA FOR MAILING 

Pastor:  Rev. Linda Stoddard 
 

Church Phone: (269) 964-1252 
 

Church Fax:  (269) 964-3121 
 

Church Email: mapleumc@yahoo.com 
 

Church Website:  mapleumc.org 
 

Office Hours: Tues.-Fri.  9:00 a.m.-Noon  

VISION STATEMENT 

The vision of Maple United  

Methodist Church is to be   

deeply rooted in Christ; our 

branches reaching out to our 

neighbors, bearing fruit in 

all seasons, and giving all 

praise and glory to God. 

  Sunday Worship Times 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  11:00 a.m. Worship Service 


